14 travel online where

Action stations

Once you've
decided to take
the plunge into
cyberspace, the
next question
is: “Where do |
start?”. We
peint you in the
right direction

N experienced
wel tesigner is
tha ideal first
peort &f call for
anyone loaking ba
laurrch & webslte, ABTA
membaers can go to
www.abta.com whare theyll
fincl i fist of wab dosign
companics that have SETA
travel industry partner status,

The advantage af daoing Lhis is
that agents can be sure they
are Lalking to peoply who
know all abowt how the fravel
industry works and who have
set up sites dor other lravel
companies,

You can also gat the names
of web dasigners by having a
lcok al competitors’ sites, as |

most sites contain the details
of the company thal designad
them in the first place,

Pricas vary, depending on
what youw want, but If you pay
an expert to give vou a
prasence on the web, it will
cost abaut EGJ0.

Howevar, thers are cheapsr
aptions, Ganesys Travel
Technalony Consyltancy
seniel partner Paul Richer

I suggesis apgroaching 2 focal

Collgge or wniversity 1o
parsuade a cash-strapped
student ba design your site 2t
a lraclion of the cast of a
profassional,

Yo can alzo baild Your own
site, wsing Microsoft Front
Paqe ar a similar package,

| wehich costs about £120. You'll
#lso need some graphics to go
on the site, You can search the
web for free graphics, or biy 2
package lor anather £120,

| Thea glabal dislribution

| Eystems suppliers are another
option, A offer web design
sgrvices far the agent that
wants Lo set up a site Tram

| scratch, as well as options that
can be Built into the agents'
website 1o allow bookings 1o
b made anling,

Sabre's Sabre Res suite of

| products starls at £100 &
manth for its basic
Advania.Ros product. Or, Tor
an up-front paymenl of £2 700
followad by monthly payments
af £200, agents can opt for 3

Travel Weekly

| mare sophisticated prodect
that allows Lham ta laad their
“wn neqotiated lares on to
the sysiem,

Consorkiz members can also
s5ign up i the traval portals
operated by read office. Bath
Advaniage Travel Conlres and
Worldchoice have their own
wibisitas that give details of
spacial deals and have a
search facility where usars can
find thoir nearast consertia
dagant. In August 2003,
Advantage upgradad its option
[ allcw mambers to hweak
thair ovwn pages on the site 5o
they can change the text and
colaurs, add their individual
logo amd highlight thair
spacialist knowledge.

For details of the latest offers, incentives
and to book a Butlins holiday, log on to

www.butlinsagents.co.uk

Call Agency Sales on 01442 242028 for your possword

A MILLION HOLIDAYS, ONE BUTLINS




